
Using ser to Show Ownership 

 The verb _______________ is used to express ownership or possession of items 

 In English, we use an “ _____ “ to show that something belongs to someone. 

o It is Maria’s notebook. 

o The notebooks are Maria’s. 

 In Spanish, the apostrophe does not exist. Instead, the word “_____” is used before the 

owner to show possession. 

o Es el cuaderno de María. 

o Los cuadernos son de María. 

 Notice that in both English and Spanish, the item can go either _______________ or 

_______________ the verb. In Spanish, however, _________ + ________________ must 

come at the end of the sentence. 

o It is Maria’s notebook.   Es el cuaderno de María.  

 

 

 

 

o The notebooks are Maria’s.    Los cuadernos son de María.   

 

 

 Notice that the conjugation of ser matches the ___________, not the ______________. 

If the item is singular, use “_________”. If the item is plural, use “_________”. 

 

Ahora, ¡practicamos! 

1. They are John’s suitcases. ________________________________________________ 

 

2. It is Sara’s dictionary.  ________________________________________________ 

 

3. The pencils are Ms. Dixon’s. ________________________________________________ 

 

4. The map is Henry’s.  ________________________________________________ 
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Using ser to Show Ownership 

 The verb ser is used to express ownership or possession of items 

 In English, we use an “ ‘s “ to show that something belongs to someone. 

o It is Maria’s notebook. 

o The notebooks are Maria’s. 

 In Spanish, the apostrophe does not exist. Instead, the word “de” is used before the 

owner to show possession. 

o Es el cuaderno de María. 

o Los cuadernos son de María. 

 Notice that in both English and Spanish, the item can go either before or after the verb. 

In Spanish, however, de + owner must come at the end of the sentence. 

o It is Maria’s notebook.   Es el cuaderno de María.  

 

 

 

 

o The notebooks are Maria’s.    Los cuadernos son de María.   

 

 

 Notice that the conjugation of ser matches the item, not the owner. If the item is 

singular, use “es”. If the item is plural, use “son”. 

 

Ahora, ¡practicamos! 

5. They are John’s suitcases. Son las maletas de Juan. 

 

6. It is Sara’s dictionary.  Es el diccionario de Sara. 

 

7. The pencils are Ms. Dixon’s. Los lápices son de Srta. Dixon. 

 

8. The map is Henry’s.  El mapa es de Enrique. 
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