Lines

While the base of prose (any writing other than poetry) is a sentence, the building block of poetry is a line. Determining where a line should end and a new one should begin depends on many factors. Poets use lines to enhance the meanings of their poems and to convey a certain rhythm. Line breaks affect the following in a poem:


1. Sound- when reading a poem, there is a pause at the end of each line, which helps create a rhythm 


2. Speed- shorter lines allow a poem to move faster, while longer lines lengthen the rhythm of the poem


3. Appearance- length and spacing of the lines affect the way that a reader reacts to and perceives the poem


4. Emphasis- the last word in a line lingers in a way that gives it more importance 
than other words

Couplets

A couplet consists of two consecutive lines whose last words rhyme. Couplets are used to create a specific rhythm in the poem.




“Gazing at the dark sky backdrop on this cold black night, 




We are enraptured by the radiant view of bright Star-light.”





-“Star Light Star Night” by Gary Bateman

Stanzas

Paragraphs are used in prose to create a separation between ideas. Stanzas are the poetic version of paragraphs. They are used to represent the end of one thought and the beginning of another.

Structure

In creating the structure of your poem, ask yourself the following questions to determine how to organize lines and stanzas.


-What is the topic of my poem?


-What theme am I trying to convey to the reader?


-What type of rhythm would best match my theme? Fast or slow?


-Which words, ideas, etc., do I want to emphasize in order to better convey my theme?
Portions referenced from http://www.creative-writing-now.com/poem-structure.html and www.poetrysoup.com 

