How to Format an English Paper


When writing an essay for an English class, most will require the use of MLA format. Here are the guidelines for formatting an essay properly:

-Double spaced

-12 pt. font

-Times New Roman

-1-inch margins

-1 space after periods and other punctuation

-Indent each new paragraph

-Use a header with the last name followed by the page number in the upper right corner

-Italicize titles of longer works (novels); titles of shorter works are in quotation marks (short stories, articles).

-When quoting a text, follow the quotation with the author’s name and page number in parentheses (ex. …“it rained and rained” (Bradbury 3).)

The first page should look like this:


Last Name 1


Name


Teacher’s Name


Class 
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Title of Essay



First paragraph…

Finally, include a Works Cited at the end on its own page that gives credit to any sources used in the essay. Remember, the titles of longer works are in italics and the titles of shorter works are in quotation marks.


Last Name 5

Works Cited


Author’s last name, first name. Title. City of publication: Publisher, year of 



publication. Medium of publication.


Example:


Bradbury, Ray. "All Summer in a Day". The Stories of Ray Bradbury. New York: 



Knopf: Random House, 1980. Print.

Any other questions? Visit https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ for more details on unique situations in your writing.

