
Verbos con cambios de significación 

Some verbs change meaning between the present and preterit tense. In addition, the meaning 

may change depending on whether the verb is used in an affirmative or negative sentence. 

 

Rewrite these sentences in English using the appropriate definition based on the verb tense. 

1.  a. Supe que la fiesta iba (ir) a empezar a las siete. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Sé que la fiesta va a empezar a las siete. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  a. Pudimos ganar el partido de fútbol el fin de semana pasado. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 b. No pudimos ganar el partido de fútbol el fin de semana pasado. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  a. ¿Por qué no quisiste ir de compras con tu familia ayer? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 b. ¿Quieres ir de compras con tu familia esta noche? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Verbo Presente  Pretérito 

conocer   

saber   
poder   

*no poder   

querer   

*no querer   
tener   



Verbos con cambios de significación 

Some verbs change meaning between the present and preterit tense. In addition, the meaning 

may change depending on whether the verb is used in an affirmative or negative sentence. 

 

Rewrite these sentences in English using the appropriate definition based on the verb tense. 

1.  a. Supe que la fiesta iba (ir) a empezar a las siete. 

 I found out that the party was going to start at 7. 

b. Sé que la fiesta va a empezar a las siete. 

I know that the party is going to start at 7. 

2.  a. Pudimos ganar el partido de fútbol el fin de semana pasado. 

 We managed to win the soccer game last weekend. 

 b. No pudimos ganar el partido de fútbol el fin de semana pasado. 

 We failed to win the soccer game last weekend. 

3.  a. ¿Por qué no quisiste ir de compras con tu familia ayer? 

 Why did you refuse to go shopping with your family yesterday? 

 b. ¿Quieres ir de compras con tu familia esta noche? 

 Do you want to go shopping with your family tonight? 

 

Verbo Presente  Pretérito 

conocer to know a person to meet a person 

saber to know information to find out/learn 
poder to be able to manage/succeed 

*no poder to not be able to fail 

querer to want to try 

*no querer to not want to refuse 
tener to have to receive 


