8th Grade Language and Literature – Ms. Dixon
E-mail: ldixon@berkleyschools.org


Phone: 248-837-8356

Website: berkleydixon.weebly.com


Room: 210
Course Description
The 8th Grade Language and Literature curriculum expands on relevant writing and reading skills along with the IB philosophy. Students will follow the Lucy Calkins Reading and Writing Workshop Model in order to further develop their reading and writing skills.  This course exposes students to a variety of texts including novels, short stories, historical fiction, science fiction, and informational reading.  Students will learn vocabulary skills, comprehension skills, reading fluency strategies, and literary elements.  Grammar instruction and its usage will enhance the writing skills that students use throughout the year.  
Independent Reading Assignment
Each marking period (every 10 weeks), students must read a variety of novels from the Accelerated Reader list that are appropriate for their current reading level.  After completing the reading, students will take a computer quiz which will count as a summative assessment. It is the student’s responsibility to get a new book once the previous has been finished. Students are expected to take AR quizzes during scheduled times. Class time will not be offered on a regular basis. AR Quizzes will be graded as follows:
1st Marking Period: Students must read five books at their AR level. Quiz scores will be averaged for a summative assessment grade.

2nd-4th Marking Period: Reading goals will be determined for each individual student based on AR points. These goals will be differentiated in order to encourage student growth. AR points earned will be divided by individual point goals for a summative assessment grade. 
Grading
First Semester
Formative assessments (30%):  Classwork, homework and participation
Summative assessments (70%):  Projects, final papers, AR quizzes, grammar quizzes and journal entries
Second Semester

Formative assessments will be checked in periodically, but will not count as a grade.

Summative assessments (100%):  Projects, final papers, AR quizzes, grammar quizzes and journal entries

*Late work will be accepted for up to one week past the due date. Points will be deducted for each day late. Retakes will not be offered on an individual basis. They may be offered to the entire grade for a specific assignment.  
Class Website

Ms. Dixon’s class website can be accessed through the Norup 8th Grade blog or at berkleydixon.weebly.com. Please use this website as a resource throughout the year to access daily announcements, Reader’s/Writer’s Workshop documents, PowerPoints, grammar units, and assignment due dates.

Supplies 
Throughout the year, it will be helpful to have the following items in class every day: 
-2 composition notebooks
-blue or black pens, red pens, sharpened pencils, and a highlighter
-folder or 3-ring binder with loose-leaf/notebook paper and dividers (grammar, handouts, assessments)
-Accelerated Reader book

Expectations
1. Arrive to class on time and with all materials every day. 

2. Respect all NIS policies regarding clothing, language, absences, technology, etc. (Refer to your NIS Student Handbook)


3. Homework assignments and projects must be completed and ready to turn in 
before entering the classroom.


4. Do not bring any food or drink (other than water) into the classroom.


5. Respect fellow classmates, the teacher, yourself, and the classroom. 

6. Absolutely no cell phone use during class unless otherwise instructed by Ms. Dixon. Ms. Dixon reserves the right to take cell phones from students per the NIS Student Handbook.

Parents

If you would like to make donations to our classroom, we will be in need of the following items throughout the year:

-Composition notebooks

-Glue sticks


-Clear tape



-Sticky notes


-Scissors



-Tissues
I have read and understand the above guidelines for 8th Grade Language Arts. 

Student name: ___________________________________________________________
_________________________________      
____________________________________      
Parent signature


             Student signature

_________________________________   
____________________________________      
Parent email




Student email





